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Heads Up!

Welcome
I’m in my final preparations 
for our next MHF Trek to 
Everest Base Camp.  This 
year I have 29 great blokes 
coming along including 
some you may know from 

my rugby league career.  We are proud to be 
sponsored on this trek by NIB Health Funds and Adam 
and Belinda MacDougall’s The Man Shake team.  

I am so lucky to have found such a generous group 
who have decided to go on this journey with me and 
collectively we are looking at raising $500,000 for MHF. 
To donate head to our wesbite.  NIB will be covering the 
trek so keep an eye on our social media for coverage.

Only within the last few days the Matt Callander 
Beanie for Brain Cancer Fellowship has been awarded 
to Dr Kelly McKelvey. We are very excited about 
this fellowship and look forwarded to welcoming Dr 
McKelvey to the MHF funded research team. 

The process for this fellowship has highlighted the 
varying research strategies being undertaken across 
the country to tackle brain cancer and it has been 
exciting to see the future research directions proposed 
by talented young researchers. 

I’m heading to get my scheduled MRI next week.  
This is always a daunting time and weighs heavy on 
my shoulders during the lead up.  I’ve been feeling 
great though and enjoying the preparation training 
for Everest base camp so will go into this scan with 
a positive mindset as always, there’s no other way to 
tackle it...
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MHF BEANIE FOR  
BRAIN CANCER RAISES

$2.3 MILLION

The recipient of the Matt Callander Beanie for Brain 
Cancer Fellowship is Dr Kelly McKelvey.  

Dr McKelvey works with the team at Sydney 
Neuro Oncology Group (SNOG) and her research 
project will focus on unravelling the tumour 
microenvironment to combat Brain Cancer.

We are very excited to have Dr 
McKelvey join the team of MHF 
funded researchers and we look 
forward to introducing her and 
her work in the next edition of 
the newsletter.

An               

unprecedented 
response from all over 

Australia saw the rugby league 
community and beyond come together 

to support this year’s Beanie for Brain Cancer 
campaign.

This year the campaign kicked off with Round 11 of 
the NRL which saw the whole weekend become the 
Beanie for Brain Cancer Round. In combination with 
the NRL and Channel 9’s The NRL Footy Show we 
aimed to raise $500,000 to honour Nine Network 
Executive Producer Matt Callander who is battling 
brain cancer. 

This was smashed by more than double after the first 
weekend and saw over 70,000 MHF beanies sold. A 
staggering $1,750,000 was raised at the conclusion 
of Round 11, including a host of donations and an 
online auction. Round 11 saw the NRL teams, major 
media outlets and the community as a whole unite in 

a way that hadn’t been seen before, with every NRL 
club running out in MHF beanies at the beginning of 
each match. 

The campaign in June culminated in the Beanie 
for Brain Cancer week, which saw thousands of 
individuals, schools and businesses hold a Beanie 
event and raise awareness and further funds 
towards the campaign. At last count MHF had raised 
over $2.3 million, and sold almost all of the 110,000 
beanies available. Limited stock from the 2017 
range are still available, please email enquiries@
markhughesfoundation.com.au if you are interested 
in purchasing any.

The overwhelming generosity from all around 
Australia saw brain cancer in the spotlight like never 
before, and made so many people aware that more 
needs to be done to support patients and families 
fighting this terrible disease. To everyone that 
supported this campaign, we wholeheartedly thank 
you. 

MATT CALLANDER FELLOWSHIP
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Saturday 19 August saw the big hearts come 
together at NEX (Wests City) to help those facing 
their toughest days tackling brain cancer. 

An incredible $215,000 was raised on the night,  
with the sold-out crowd celebrating an amazing year 
for MHF whilst also recognising the urgent need for 
more funding into research for this terrible disease.

Students from ‘Star Struck’ opened the night with 
an incredible performance of “Bridge over Troubled 
Water” arranged by Dan Wilson. MC’s Dr Chris 
Brown and Natalia Cooper entertained the guests, 
while Matty Johns provided the laughs along with 
the Everest trekkers on stage including Matt Gidley, 
Bill Peden, Danny Buderus and  major sponsor 
Adam MacDougall. 

Matt Callander and Glenn Pallister were recognised 
for their amazing contribution to the Round 11 
NRL Beanie for Brain Cancer campaign with a 
presentation on stage.   Kirralee and Mark Hughes 
gave a heartfelt message on what the support 
from the community means to them and where the 
money raised is going to make a difference. 

The MHF Magic Ball, proudly supported by AHA 
NSW, The Man Shake and McDonald Jones Homes, 
was a huge success and we would like to thank 
everyone who attended, sponsored, donated and 
bidded on our auction items. We couldn’t achieve 
what we do without the support from all of you.

Matt Callander and Glenn Pallister receiving a thank you gift 
from Kirralee and Mark Hughes for their contribution to the  

2017 Beanies for Brain Cancer campaign.

BIG HEARTS HELP RAISE $215,000

MHF assists in fast tracking international collaboration on 
paediatric brain cancer

We are proud to 
announce that the Mark 
Hughes Foundation 
has provided funding to 
support step 1 of the AIM 
Project an initiative of the 
Robert Connor Dawes 
Foundation in conjunction 
with ANZCHOG.

The AIM project seeks Access to Innovative 
Molecular diagnostic profiling for paediatric brain 
tumours. Brain cancer is the leading cause of 
children’s cancer death in Australia. The long term 
vision is that this project will ensure that every child 
in Australia and New Zealand has the opportunity 

to rapidly access the best and most accurate 
diagnostic information about their brain tumour 
to inform their treatment pathways and optimise 
their chance of survival. It will build capacity within 
Australasia to future-proof our ability to participate 
in research (including clinical trials) that stratify 
patients by molecular profiling.

The Federal Government have also contributed 
to this project and have made funding of children 
cancer research a priority. We look forward to 
keeping you informed on the projects progression.

For more information on the AIM project please visit 
www.rcdfoundation.org.
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Following on from the  success of the MHF Kokoda 
Trek last year we have a group of 29 trekkers about 
to embark on another monumental challenge in 
support of MHF and to help tackle brain cancer. 

Leaving in October the group will tackle a 14 day 
trek to Everest Base Camp.

Mark will be joined by a group made up of some 
friends and former team mates, lead by the Chief 
Paul Harragon. 

As the highest base camp trek in the world the group 
need to be in a good physical condition to be able to 
withstand major physical and emotional challenges 
that are going to come along the way.

The biggest challenge however, is not just the 
physical and emotional hardships they will encounter 
on their journey - but reaching the $500,000 
fundraising target the team has set.

If you would also like to contribute, please visit www.
everydayhero.com.au and search for ‘2017 Everest 
Mark Hughes’ to make a donation and support the 
team. Good luck boys! 

Our great mates at nib and The Man Shake have 
come on board as major sponsors to continue their 
ongoing partnership with MHF.  You can follow the 
trek through NIB’s ‘The Check Up’ or via our website. 

Proudly supported by

MHF EVEREST BASE CAMP TREK

RUN FOR BRAIN CANCER RAISES $70,000

 On Sunday 17 September MHF headed to Sydney to 
participate in the Blackmores Sydney Running Festival.  

We had several runners in the 42km Marathon 
– Belinda Peden and Gary Avery and a special 
mention to Shelby Walton and the Brain Train Team.

Our MHF ambassador and good mate Danny 
Buderus completed his first 21km Half Marathon.

The 10km bridge run was our most popular event with 
our very own Mark Hughes taking part as well as our 
highest team fundraisers for Run for Olivia. Rounding 
up the events were our MHF team and kids enjoyed the 
family walk over the Sydney Harbour Bridge.

We had participants in every race and raised over 
$70,000 for brain cancer research. 

A special mention to the 15 
volunteers that  dedicated their day 
to assist with the drink station at 
the Opera House. Events like this 
cannot happen without our amazing 
volunteers.

Our first year as a charity partner for 
such a great event.  We will be back 
in 2018 bigger and better, so start 
training!

4



LIVE FOR LIV
  written by Olivia’s parents Jenny and Roger

Olivia had been suffering severe headaches for two 
weeks and our family GP made the decision to send 
Olivia for a CT Scan on the Friday. After the scan we 
were told to go straight to Royal North Shore Hospital. 
That Sunday night our lives changed forever.  Olivia 
was diagnosed with a Grade 4 GBM. That night 
my beautiful daughter Olivia had emergency brain 
surgery. 
Olivia was re-admitted to hospital with complications 
on 13 May 2016. In the room next door was Peter, 
the father of one of her girlfriends - He had been 
diagnosed with a brain tumour as well. They pinkie 
promised each other that they would beat this 
together. Sadly, Peter lost his battle.
On this particular trip to the hospital Olivia wrote the 
following on her social media page: 
“No one ever expects anything to ever happen to 
them, and why would we? But when you get told 
something is wrong and maybe your year isn’t going 
on the path you expected, your priorities really get a 
shuffle. You realise things are not important and 
that memories and feelings are everything. So 
let us all make 2016 not just about you, but about 
our families, our friends, our dreams and our goals. 
Make it your year to reach a little higher or to go a 
little further! Because next year might not be your 
year.. #standstrong”.
We feel this passage is something we should all 
remember and reflect upon. On 26 September 2016, 
Olivia’s soul mate Daniel asked her to marry him. 
Daniel proposed to Olivia in a Hot Air Balloon over 
the vineyards of the Hunter Valley, it was so romantic. 

Love and happiness was truly the best medicine for 
Olivia. Olivia attended Mt Wilga Rehab Hospital two 
days a week and was doing so well. She always 
showed amazing strength and courage. Olivia was 
recovering well and was looking at going back to 
work.
In May 2017 Olivia’s tumour started to grow 
back aggressively and the doctors told us it was 
inoperable. Chemotherapy was tried for a short time 
but was unable to slow down the cancer. 
Olivia passed away peacefully at home on 27 July 
2017 surrounded by family and her fiancée Daniel. 
It was Olivia’s wish to raise $50,000 for brain cancer 
research and we have committed ourselves to 
continue fundraising and creating awareness in our 
local community about this terrible disease.
Olivia’s passing has left a huge hole in our hearts. 
She was the funny, witty one in the family and the 
sparkle in our lives. We have now made the promise 
that we will “Live For Liv”.

 written by Dean’s sister Linda 

I was asked by the Mark 
Hughes Foundation if 
my family wanted to 
share my brother Dean’s 
journey. I can tell you 
now I will spend the rest 
of my days supporting 
this cause. MHF made 

my brothers days as a brain cancer patient bearable. 
Dean tried so hard to make sure we were all ok. He 
was the cheekiest  man alive, Sandy and Jane – the 
Mark Hughes Foundation Brain Cancer Coordinators, 
would agree. Dean even pinched Sandy’s mobile 

phone and rang her husband to say hello! 
I take my hat off to Jane, as we sat with the doctor 
and he gave it to us straight up that Dean was in 
deep trouble, she was as heartbroken as we were. 
MHF doesn’t just search for cures they are helping 
all our families survive this disease. It’s not just the 
patients its us left behind that they support. I hold 
this foundation as my family not just a charity. 
On behalf of myself, my family and Deano  thank 
you MHF!
Dean passed away from brain cancer in 2017. Linda, 
in conjunction with her workplace, Warners Bay Private 
Hospital has raised over $7,000 for MHF.

REMEMBERING DEAN SUMPTON
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The Legends of League (LOL) are bringing 
back all the big names from yesteryear for one 
action packed day of ‘old school’ Rugby League.

The inaugural LOL Tournament will be held at 
Central Coast Stadium on Saturday November 
18, 2017.  

Some of the biggest names in Rugby League 
have been recruited, including Wendall Sailor, 
Danny Buderus, Steve Menzies and Kurt Gidley.

MHF are proud to be supported by LOL with a 
percentage of the gate takings to be donated to 
MHF in support of brain cancer research. Grab 
your tickets today...

www.ticketek.com.au/legendsofleague
or visit legendsofleague.com.au for more information.buy tickets

12 Yilen Cl, Beresfield    02 4933 5735 
admin@jenningsprint.com.au

www.jenningsprint.com.au

Proud to support the 

2018
Calendar

Keep an eye out 
for the

NEWCASTLE KNIGHTS - 
THE CHAMPIONS ‘97

Limited Edition Print by Mitch Revs
Own this limited edition, hand signed print today for 
only $200.00 (includes free shipping within Australia)

25% of purchase price is donated to MHF
“Here is a great young local artist, Mitch, who 
loves Newcastle and the Knights. He is a long time 
supporter of MHF and wanted to paint Newcastle’s 
finest hour - winning the 1997 Grand Final - to 
commemorate the 20 year anniversary. He has 
captured the moment perfectly. Whilst some of us 
have changed a bit, its easy to work out who is 
who, 20 years on. What a great present for Dads! 
Awesome for Christmas and birthdays or fundraising 
for your local club - any occasion really. Grab your 
limited edition print today!”      -  Mark Hughes

Visit our website to purchase your special collectors 
item today.  (Size: A2 420 x 594 mm)

6



Yes! 
I would like to make a donation in 
support of life changing research!

Thank you for donating to HMRI in the past and for considering 
this donation request. We really value our supporters and would 
like to keep you informed about our work. From time to time we 
may allow like-minded charities to contact you with fundraising 
materials. In return, they help us to reach more generous 
supporters like you. HMRI will treat your personal information in 
accordance with the HMRI Privacy Policy. Our Privacy Policy is 
available at hmri.org.au/policies. If you would like to email HMRI 
directly, please do so via donate@hmri.org.au. 
Opting out: If you do not wish to receive communications from us 
or for us to disclose your details to another charity, please either: 
call 1300 993 822, or tick one or both of the following boxes: 

Do not share my details
I do not wish to receive further communications from HMRI

Please mail us at the reply-paid address shown above or 
email a scanned copy of this form to donate@hmri.org.au.

Name:  

Address: 

Phone:                                  Mobile:  

Email:  

Please accept my single gift of:

$100 $50 $30 My Choice:

Please accept my regular monthly gift of:

$20 $15 $10 My Choice:

or ...

Credit Card donations only. For Direct Debit from a nominated bank account, 
please call 1300 993 822 and request a separate form.

DM-SEARCHER - 1516Q3

All gifts of $2 or more are tax deductible

Donations via VISA, MasterCard or Amex can 
also be made by calling 1300 993 822

Donations can be made online at  
secure.hmri.org.au/mark-hughes-foundation

Please attach your cheque, money order or 
complete details below and post this form  
(no stamp required) to:

Hunter Medical Research Institute
Reply Paid 86352, New Lambton NSW 2305

Card Number: 

Expiry:                       

Name on card:

Signature: 
VISA MasterCard American Express

I would like information about leaving a bequest to HMRI

Thankyou to the following 
businesses for their 

generous contributions....



The Mark Hughes 
Foundation is authorised 
to fundraise through the 
Hunter Medical Research 
Institute (HMRI).

Get in contact with us!

P (02) 4042 0000 
E  info@markhughesfoundation.com.au 
A Locked Bag 1000,  
 New Lambton NSW 2305 
W markhughesfoundation.com.au

facebook.com/markhughesfoundation

twitter.com/MarkHughesFdn

instagram.com/markhughesfoundation

ABN  27 081 436 919

In memory of....

Consider making a bequest to the Mark Hughes Foundation in your will. Your bequest could save lives!

We gratefully acknowledge donations received in memory of loved ones..
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A J M Eggleston
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Amanda Marsh
Angela J Graham
Ann O’Connor
Anthony Coy
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Brad Campbell
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Chris Wengren
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Darren Jones
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David McLean
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Elizabeth Furze
F Calverley
Fiona Fox
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Gordon Cooper
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Ian Roberts
Irene McDiarmid
Jason McKellar
Jason Pattison
Jayne Murphy
Jenny Parker
Jodie Halloran
John Ashwood
John Duffy
John E Mason
John Merrell
Judith Gwynne
Julian Scamp
Julie Whyte
K Trevena
K Whitfield
Kathleen Bienke
Kevin Golding
Kevin Hornery
L Wolfendale

Lauren Brodie
Leija Jackson
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Lewis Seib
Louise Stuart
M Carberry
M E Campbell
M Guerin
M Hartnett
M I Hofmeister
M Losalini
M McDonald
M Stratton
Mandy Marsh
Mark Coates
Mark Kenevsky
Mathew McEwan
Matthew Gellett
Michael Craig
Michelle Ternel

Mick Ford
Nicole Clinch
Nikki Atherton
Norm Webber
Olivia Addison
P A Hodgkins
P Constantinou
P Lumbroso
P Mullavey
P Sullivan
Patrick Twomey
Paul Haskard
Paul Nesbitt
Peter Plamenac
Peter Sverkos
Philip Campagna
Phillip Ottone
R Heathcote
Rhonda Martin
Robert Bailey

Robert Holland
Robert Popovic
Robyn Connors
Ronald Lock
Roy Nicholson
S Kimmorley
S Perera
Sean Lamerton
Stephen C Long
Susan Page
Tanya Walters
Teresa Walta
Tony Hunter
Wayne F Holmes
Wayne Johnson
Wayne Porter
Winston Loades


